






CPA Syllabus 2021: CPA Foundation 

Learning Guide contd. 

Information Technology in Business 
• Explain how the on line environment helps market a business and describe types of business transactions that are 

supported by online commerce 
• List the functions of key IT personnel in a business and describe how businesses transform data into useful

business intelligence
• Define and describe information systems
• Understand the security challenges that arise with the increased use of technology in business
• Outline the ethical considerations in IT

Ethics and Corporate Social Responsibility 
• Describe ethics and the systems of ethicial conduct
• Explain how personal ethics plays a role in the workplace
• Analyse the ways in which a company's policies and decisions affects its achievement of corporate social

responsibilities
• Understand CPA Ireland's code of ethics
• Describe some strategies for how a company can recover from an ethical lapse
• Identify ways in which companies can apply ethical standards to create new business opportunities

Learning Resources 

Suggested Texts 

Better Business plus Pearson Mylab Business with Pearson eText, Global Edition (2018) 

Solomon, Poatsy, Martin, ISBN-10: 1292218320, ISBN-13 9781292218328, Pearson (2018) 

CPA Ireland resource - CPA code of ethics - selected sections 

Examination Approach 

Questions in this examination are structured to ensure that students may demonstrate their knowledge 

and understanding of the principles of management at an introductory level. Where appropriate, students 

are expected to apply and integrate explanations and examples linked to a work scenario. This is achieved 

through a blend of theoretical and evaluation questions, often seeking examples in an organisational 

context. 

Examination Format 

The examination is unseen, closed -book and 3 hours in duration, with 10 minutes allowed for reading 

time. The paper has 4 questions. Question 1 is compulsory. Students are required to choose 3 questions 

from Questions 2 to 5. If you provide answers to all of Questions 2 to 5, only the first three answers to 

hand for Questions 2 to 5 will be marked). 

MARKS ALLOCATION 

Question 1 (Compulsory) 

Choice of 3 questions out of Question 2 - 5. (20 marks are allocated to each question) 

Total 

26 
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